September 2008
Dear Parents of Russell Students:

During the three years that your student attédRusell Middle School, a number of assessments are administered toutlerdgs for
the purpose of evaluating student progress. Tetierlis being sent to explain the types of assestwmrand the timeline for the
administration of the assessment. The assessreneaich of the three grades are outlined belowcakendar of assessments is
included on the reverse side. A parent report/summél be mailed home after the assessment has beered. Please note that in
some cases, your student might be scheduled @k&ean assessment. Yoparent report will indicate if this is a necessity. Another
letter will be sent to you letting you know if amdhen this will occur.

GRADE 6

th
The TERRA NOVA (norm reference test — week of October 27) measabgity and achievement. Your §rader is compared
with peers in the district and at the state an@nat levels. Overall academic ability as wellafievement in the areas of
language arts, mathematics, social studies andcisill be measured.

TheELO ASSESSMENTS (Essential Learner Outcomes - April) in math and reading help show your student’s megto date
after a school year of learning the curriculum.

Reading Benchmarks will be given to ealhgBader in the fall, winter and spring. These sheatling measurements will provide
baseline data of student strengths and/or weaksi@ssiee area of reading.

GRADE 7

TheELO ASSESSM ENTS (Essential L earner Outcomes) are given in reading comprehension (April), matagos (April),
and analytical writing (January). The assessmiegifs show your student’s progress to date aftehad year of learning the
curriculum.

DAP (Developmental Asset Profile) is a self-reflection assessment for studentseatitiy the presence of the developmental
assets in their lives. The results will be reviewath parents during fall conferences.

GRADE 8

ANALYTICAL WRITING ASSESSMENTS (AWA — September) are re-administered to all studehtsdid not meet the

. " . . th . .
cutscore for analytical writing. It is also admieised to all 8 grade students who are new to the Millard distrigtudents are
given additional instruction prior to their secaamtbmpt (or first, if new to district) as part of axtensive reteaching program.

STATE WRITING ASSESSMENT (February) is given to all®8graders in Nebraska. The 6-trait writing modeijoh is taught
in the Millard curriculum, will be used to scoreettest.

LIFE SKILLSASSESSMENT is a self assessment thdt@aders complete with their advisors. Parentss® asked to
complete the assessment for their child. The resuilt be reviewed during fall conferences.

TheELO ASSESSMENTS (Essential Learner Outcomes) in science (October), social studies (March), glaith math and
reading (April), help show your student’s prograssdate after a school year of learning the culuicu The science assessment

given to current & graders in October with retake opportunities irréfa

S

TheNATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS (NAEP) is administered in March to specifiel grade
students. The National Assessment of Educatiorajréss (NAEP), also known as "the Nation's RepartlC is the only
nationally representative and continuing assessofemhat America's students know and can do inouerisubject areas.

(A calendar of assessments is included on the sev@de.)



ASSESSMENT CALENDAR of RUSSELL MIDDLE SCHOOL

2008-2009

Analytical Writing ASSESSIMENT ......c..cvuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiicieee e e e September 29, 30, October 2
(for retesting and for new students to the distri@" grade)

DAP fO8 7 Gra0EI S ...ttt Mi@@ember through October 1

Life Skill Assessment foB™ graders..........cooveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeens Mid September through October 3
(completed in Packtimig¢hwadvisor)

Science Assessment for 81 graders.........ooevoveveeeecoeeeeeeeeeeeee e, October 8

Terra Nova Assessments for @l graders............ocooooveeereeeceeeeeceeeeeennnn, Week of October 27

Speaking & Listening for aB™ graders ..........cccoooeeeeeeceeeeeeeseeen, December through March

(on-going, classroonsdud)

Analytical Writing Assessment for all" graders............ccoooveeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeenn. andiary 20 - Narrative
January 22 — Persuasive
January 27 - Expository

Analytical Writing ASSESSIMENT ......uuviveieiiccme e e e e e e e eeieeeereeer e e e e e eeeaeee s January 27, 28, 29
(for retesting and for new students to the disti@&" grade)

State Writing Assessment for &I graders............coooovovveveieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeenn, February 2, 3
NAEP (National Assessment of Educational............cccccooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee, b 3
Progress) testing for select8ll graders

Social Studies Assessment for@ graders............cocoovoveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeens March 9

Math AsSeSSMENt fal" GradErS.........ceveeeeeeeeeeeeeee e, March 23
SCIENCE ASSESSIMENT ....eeiiiiiiiiiiiiee e s et e e sttt e e e s s bbbt e e e s e anbbeeaeeennreeas March 24

(for retesting and for new students to the disti@" grade)

Math AssesSmeNt a8 graders..........ocooceieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e March 30
Reading Assessment B graders...........occovevevevceueieeeeceeeseeeeseeeneeenans March 30
Math Assessment for @™ graders ...........ccoooveeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e, April 14
Reading Assessment for &I, 7" graders............ocooeoioeececeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen April 14
Retesting Math/Reading for @, 7" and 8™..........ocoovoieeeeeeeeeeee e, May 12-27
Retesting Social StudieB! grade...........ocovvveveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeses s May 12

If you have questions, please call Micky Gehringter 15-8500.

Sincerely,
Mitch Mollring Micky Gehringer Len Sagenbrecht
Principal Assistant Principal Assistant Priradip

Assessment Coordinator



